
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



I 



fresent "^fisr&m 0f %^eceto ^te, 



AND THE 



f 

! ii ■ 



RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE GENERAL GOVERME]!n| . 
IN RESPECT Te THEM. • i 



AN ADDBESS [] 

^ •■ 

TO THE Fm BETA KAFFA SOCIETY OF DABTMOUTH COLLEGE, V 

♦■ 

JULY 19, 1866, » ; 



BY i ■ 

ALPHETJS CBOSBY. * 



l> 



« With malice toward B<me, witli oharitjr ibr all, witb flramesa in the right as Ood glres nsto see the tMt'M 
let as strive to finish the work we are In: to bind up the.Nation?a wounds; to oisre for him who shall have bmid,: 
the battle, and for his widow and his orphans ; to do all whioh may achieve and oherish ajust and a luting pfUM-^ 



among ourselves amd with all nations.*'— iS^coiuf Jnauffmrdl Addrett qf Presidbhv I^ingoln. 






** We an agree that the seceded Stsites, so called, are out qf their proper pracfioia telaUon with the Unkjt^i 
that the sole oMect of the Government, civil and military, in regard to those States, is to again get then^ into 
prefer practical reUition.'' — Last tpeeck of Pbbsident Lnroouf , litres done before Me martyrdom. 



<* The rebellion which has been wsged bv a portion, of the people of the United States against the prop 

eonstitutod authorities of the Government thereof m the most violent and revolting form, but whose organ! 

and armed forces have now been almost entlrelj overcome, has, in its revohitlonary progress, deprived the peopltf 
of the State of North Carolina [Mississippi, &e.J qf all ^vU gofenMueBt'^-rFABUOBNT J0BH90li^s Fn mQ9 m i 
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Gentlemen op the Phi Beta Kappa 
fociETY, — How unlike the circumstances in 
hich we have assembled to-day to those of 
vat other recent anniTersiEuiea I iEoup 'years 
^, — but what an age that seems to loo^ back 
trough I — what a vista of hopes and fears, 
iOys and sorrows, levies and ^isbanctinglf suc- 
sesses and defeats, massacres and deliverances, 
arimes and penalties, sacrifices and rewards, 
Krhile Freedom points to each saddest, bloodiest 
scene, as essential to her ultimate triumph ! — 
.four years ago, after your mornin? meeting, 
'^.j,Jou Lstened, with other alumni of the college, 
" ^o words of glowing patriotism frovpL one whose 
allege course was in part synchronous witl^ { 
yown; words uttered and heard With the 
ieepQr earnestness ft-om the change which 
lad just come of th$ hopes imd first) reports of 
I great victory the Sunday previous at Bull 
2un, to the certaintv of a terrible defeat, an., 
dominions rout. It was an hour of '^loom ; 
it, none the less, of unbroken resolution to 
ittle for the right. A thicker gloom hung 
rer your next anniversary, for more confidentv 
szpectations had now been blasted. There 
nas no lack of brave and inspiriting |rord9, iof 
BV theme not relating to* 6ut country Vould 
iall have seemed out of place ; but, as we lis- 
tened, we could not foiget that the grand army 
tf the Potomac, having forced its way up the 
'eninsula to the very suburbs of Richmond, 
ad been hurled back in a seven-days' battle, 
nd was at Harrison's Landing a^waiting trans^ 
' ' b(nrts for its safe removaL The next waniver- 
* Wy was cheered by happier auspices. The 
lational conscience, and trust in Grod, had been 
ipheld by the proclamation of universe eman- ' 
/*; japation ; the colored man had been invited to 
nake common cause with hii^hite brother ; 
id the very month in which you met had 
'^n us iihe great victory of Grettvsburff, with 
> entire repulse or capture of the rebel in- 
•ders of the free States, and the reduction of 
icksburg and Port Hudson, with the opening 
' the entire Mississippi to our commerce, and 
e division of the rebel territory into two dis- 
»nnected portions. I do not wonder that the 
holar who then addressed you deemed .thfMi ; 
e strain of attention to national affairs* might ' 
operly be relieved' hy a purely- literary, sub" 
ct. • 

'^72t0 bow anbentrteniU its force,*' 



In the address to which you listened last 
year with other alumni, the demands of both 
literature and patriotism were met. But while 
you were quietly holding your annual meeting, 
Sherman was commencing those battles before 
Atlanta, which admitted him within the " hoi- 
kwir shell . of the . Confederacy ; " and Grant, 
having fought his way from the " Wilderness ** 
by those Titanic encounters which some even 
in New England persisted in calling defeats, — 
his whole course forsooth a retreat forward, — 
was patientiy laying siege to Petersburg, and, 
through this, to the capital of the Confederacy. 

But to-day, how changed is all ! The war is 
■0!5rer»I Richmond is ours! The whole country 
is otirs I Thlei four rebel armies surrendered 
themselves in about as many weeks ; and now, 
to Cape Sable and the Rb Grande, there is no 
resistance to the United-States authority. Our 
on^ fu*^ues are fast disbanditfg, as now useless. 

** Thoa art bcautifbl, O Peace I 
Thou com'st like summer-beams^ 
Like ttie glad golden horn 
■ Of Plenty in our dreams, 

lift up thy holy voice, — 
It may not be in vain : 
.. The earth's lyight page, the golden age» 
' May glAd the world again. 
Let us love, — love on I »» 

THE GREAT PROBLEM. 

But peace has its duties and its dangers no 
less than war. And, in a crisis like the pie»- 
ent, when the great and peculiar problem of 
national reconSruction is set before us, and 
questions entirely new in human history are 
presented for sedition, there is an especial de- 
mand ^pon educated men, men trained to the 
discussion of principles and methods, to address 
themselves to the most earnest consideration 
of thSs problem and its attendant questions. 
There is a Sphinx in the land, like that which, 
in monstrous form, and df demoniac ingenuity, 
desolated old Boeotia. She jprbpounds enig- 
mas, and on the same conditions as her proto- 
t3rpe. If we can solve her riddles aright, she 
perishes; if we cannot, our country is lost 
And these questions are no such insi^ificant 
puzzles as that proposed of old to (Edipus, but 
some of the deepest problems of national right, 
djBtVi.and destioy* Q?re is one of them: 
" Where has the war left the seceded States f 
Are they in the Union, or otUofthe Union t 



THE PmST ALTERNATIYB. 

This is a very direct, and apparently a very 
simple question. But how shall we answer it ? 
Shall wo reply as many have done ? — " Cer- 
tainly they are in the Union. The acts of so- 
called secession, and all proceedings of pre- 
tended State authorities thereunder, were mere 
nullities, and of no force or effect whatever 
save as the^ might afiford evidence of the trea- 
son of theur authors. Withdrawal from the 
Union is an iinpossibility. Once a State, al- 
ways a State. There can be no State-snicidQ." 

The answer seems plausible ; but how will 
it be received by the Sphinx Treason, or, to 
drop the figure, by those who have the spirit of 
treason, or sympathy with traitors ? it will 
now be welcom^ by them as precisely the an- 
swer which they wish to receive. At the comr 
mencement oi the Rebellion, and so long as 
there was any hope of its success, they re- 
jected this answer with scorn. " State Sove- 
reignty " and " State Bjghts " were then their 
fiivorite cries. "The Federal Union," they 
averred, "was a mere voluntary association, 
from which each State had perfect liberty to 
withdraw whenever it pleased. The Grenerid 
Government had no right to coerce a sove- 
reign State. To attempt this was the height 
of oppression, of tyranny." But this theory 
having utterly failed in the war, they now pre- 
fer that we should, hold the opposite doctnne ; 
and they are glad to press us to the logical re- 
sults that follow from the doctrine. " If,** say 
they, " the States which attempted to secede 
are still in the Union, they are in the Union 
under the Constituti(Hi, and in accordance with 
its provisions. For our Federal Union exists 
solely by virtue of the Constitution ; and, if 
we set aside the provisions of the Constitution, 
we set aside the Constitution itself; and, if we 
set this aside, we destroy the Union at once. 
The sole bond of the partnership dissolved, the 
partners ai^e no longer held together. The so- 
called seceded States, then, are still in the 
Union in accordance with die provisions of 
the Constitution : they are equal co-partners in 
the great f^sderation, and are entitled to all the 
rights conferred by the Constitution upon such 
j^rtners." 

Is not this reasoning of theirs lo^cal ? If 
we admit that no Stales have actuaUy seceded, 
and that those which made the attempt are 
etui Suites in the Union, can we resist this con- 
clusion? Let us then conuder what rights 
these States, if still in the Union, have by the 
Constitution. 

BIGHTS. — 1. CONTROL OP THEIB OWN IN- 
TERNAL AFFAIRS. 

Fintf they have the unqjuestioned and abso- 
lute control of their own intemd affairs, ex- 
cept BO far as the Constitution interferes by 
direct provision. Nothing could be more ex- 
press, on this point than the language of tihe 
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tenth amendment " The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
probibited by it to the States, kre reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people." . In 
the exercise or these powers, the several States 
mav make and Execute laws without any con- 
trol from the Greneral Government or other 
States. These laws may be wise or unwise, 
just or unjust, beneficial or ruinous, philan- 

Eic or oppressive; but still, whether for 
or evil, right or wrong, they are exempt 
interference. They may provide for the 
education of all, or may make it a crime to 
teach a JMirt of the people to read and write ; 
they may confer the privilege of suffrage upon 
the people generally, or may deny it to large 
classes, even to a majority ; they may allow all 
to testify in courts of justice, or thejr may pro- 
hiWt those of one color from bearing witness 

r'nst those of another color, thus practically 
ing the first at the mercy of the others^ 
and for the most part denying them justice in 
case of fraud, or violence, or even murder; 
thev may guard the fireedom of all, or may 
maxe one part ci the population the serfs of 
the other, slaves in all but name ; nay, they 
may go farther, and reduce some who are now 
free to express slavery, and decree that chil- 
dren born nereafter shall be born into bondage ; 
and this legislation must stand alike, whether 
the general sense and conscience of the country 
sanction or condemn. 

" But," it is said, " the proposed amendment 
to the Constitution will secure the whole coun- 
try fit)m slavery hereafter." Yies, if (he amend- 
ment he adapted, and from slavery in express 
form. But there may be a serfdom in some re- 
spects even worse than slavery itself; an op- 
pression, degradation, and imbrutement of the 
laborer, in comparison with which slavery, al- 
leviated by household relations and the kindness 
which an owner feels for his property, may seem 
a tolerable condition. History presents cases 
in which the down-trodden poor have asked the 
privilejge of becoming the slaves of their rich 
neighbors. There is abundant evidence (as 
witness recent legislation in Tennessee) that 
a great effort will be made at the South to es- 
tablish this serfdom, if slavery cannot be re- 
tained. But is it yet at all made certain that 
slavery cannot be retained or restored ? 

n. RIGHT IN RESPECT TO AMENDMENTS OF 

THE CONSTITUTION. 

I 

This brings us. to the consideration of a sec- ! 
ond right, which the disloyal States have, if t 
they are still States in the Union. They have j 
the same pow,er with an equal number of loyal j 
States in respect to an amendment of the Con- f 
stitution. For such an amendment, the ratifi- j 
cation of three-fourths of the States, through I 
their legislatures or conventions^ is voo^xt^ 
If th^ d\%VQV«y %\aXfc» ^a^ ^ysQssXs^x*^^^^^^!^^ 
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tve loyal, and eleven disloyal. No amendment, 
then, can be made without the approval of 
twenty-seven States, or all the States out nine ; 
so that the eleven disloyal States, who have 
combined in waging so desperate a war for the 
destruction of 3ie country, and who perhaps 
hate the Union now worse than ever before, 
have more than the power requisite to prevent 
any amendment of the Constitution, even if 
all the loyal States should be unanimous in its 
favor. An amendment is now before the peo- 
ple for the removal from the land of our great 
stain, sin, and curse, — the chief blemish uoon 
our institutions, disturber of our Union, author 
of the war, cause of degradation, ignorance, 
poverty, ill-will, crime, and suffering. Can the 
votes of twenty-seven States be secured for 
this amendment ? The loyal States have not 
all voted upon it ; but, even in the intenseness 
of our war upon slavery, three States counted 
as loyal voted against it. Is it impossible that 
the seductions m peace or party management 
may lead other loyal States to vote the same 
way ? But if, as we hope, they may not, yet 
three votes of loyal States against the amend- 
ment will make five votes in its favor from dis- 
loyal States essential for its passage. Can we, 
then, be assured that those who have fought 
with such frenzy, sacrificing every thing, for 
the maintenance of slavery, will now, when 
amnestied they can express their feelings fireelv 
and securely, vote for its destruction? Will 
they wish so to gratify their conquerors, now 
hated with more intense bitterness because 
they are their conquerors ? Will they, a proud 
people, wish so to pass sentence upon their 
own past conduct as unreasonable ? 

I know that, in some of these States, small 
bodies of men, representing mere handfuls of 
people, have claimed to be legislatures of the 
States^ and, as such, have ratified the proposed 
amendment. But were they con^^i^ti/tonaZ legis- 
latures of the States; and, if not, had their ac- 
tion an V constitutional validity ? 

If, then, the disloyal States are to be still 
counted as in the Uqion, what is the prospect 
in respect to this amendment, so essentiatl to 
our full success 19 the great struggle of the 
last four years ? We may ardenSy hope for 
its adoption ; but what assurance have we that 
this hope will become reality ? 

III. RIGHT IN RESPECT TO DI8MEMBER8HIP. 

In the third place, no Stat« in the Union 
can be dismembered without its own consent 
through its Legislature. Maine and Massa- 
chusetts were thus separated in 1 820. If, then, 
Virginia, during these years in which it has 
been the seat of the rebel government, has 
been still a State in the Federal Union, was 
the creation of the State of West Virginia — 
the setting of thb new star in our banner — a 
i-aJid act ? It is true that a certain legisla- 
^^^ consisting of West Vxi^nians, approved 



the act ; but was this, in any proper sense, a 
legislature of Virginia according to the Con- 
stitution of the State ? If not, what becomes 
of the act of Congress, Dec, 81, 1862, au- 
thorizing the new State of West Virginia ? 
Shall we not be compelled to strike out one of 
the stars of our flag r 

IT. RIGHT TO BE REPRESENTED IN CONGRESS. 

All the States in the Union have a fourth 
right : that of being represented in Congress 
by two senators each, and by representatives 
according to their population, each State being 
entitled to at least one representative. The 
Constitution makes no exception whatever to 
this right ; and it leaves to uie States the ab- 
solute prerogative of determining who of its 
citizMis shall have the elective franchise for 
choosing, either directly or indirectly, these 
representatives and senators. Its providons 
are these: — 

*'The House of Representatives shall be 
composed of members chosen every second 
year by the people of the several States, and 
the electors in each State shall have the quali- 
fications requisite for electors of the most nu- 
merous branch of the State Legislature." — 
Art I., sect 2. 

'« The Senate of the United States shall be 
composed of two senators from each State, 
chosen by the Legislature thereof for six 
years." — Art. I., sect. 3. 

If, then, the disloval States are still States 
of the Union, thej^ have the right to choose, 
through their Legislatures, senators, and, by a 
{)opular vote, representatives, who will be en- 
titled, at the next session of Congress, to take 
their seats at once in the Capitol, just the same 
as senators and representatives fix>m New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts and Pennsyl- 
vania and IllincHS. And neither President 
nor Congress can prescribe, in the one case 
any more thui in the other, who shall exercise 
the elective franchise for the choice of these 
officers. No^ can either the President or Con- 
gress require any re-organization of these 
States preliminary to this election ; and any 
imposition upon voters, by President or Con- 

r3s, of an oath of amnesty, so called, must 
a pure exercise of arbitrary power. Nay, 
more ; if these States did not, by their seces- 
sion and rebellion, lose their position as States 
of the Union, then they had a rights during the 
whole tooTy if they had pleased, tokeej^ their full 
qwita ofsencUors and representatives m the Con- 
aress at Washington, to war . upon the North 
by speeches and votes, as they were doing else- 
where by arms ; to oppose and vote down all 
appropriation oi money, and levying of troops, 
to withstand their assaults ; to fetter the hands, 
and malign the character, of the President, and 
of all loyal officers ; to intrigue with dishyal" 
ists at the North (I will not insult a guiltless 
though poisonous rentile by applying its name 



to a Northern traitorj, and scatter suspicion 
and sedition far and wide ; to learn and expose 
all the plans of the Government ; to concert 
more conveniently schemes of conflagration, in- 
fection, and rapine for Northern cities, and of 
explosion for Northern magazines ; and to pre- 
pare more securely, and with deadlier cer- 
tainty, plots of assassination for the patriots 
who stood most in the way of their demoniac 
designs. 

" Monstrous ! absurd I " you cry :" as if a man 
whose house had been robbed were bound to give 
up all his keys to the burglar ; as if a poisoned man 
should take his medicine from the poisoner ; as 
if an army on the battle-field should hire the 
enemy to furnish them with ammunition and 
load their guns ; as if a beleaguered city must 
receive and keep within its walls a corps of the 
besiegers, free, armed, and possessed of all the 
powers and privileges of citizens/* I admit the 
absurdity ; yet these conclusions seem to me to 
follow inevitably from the premise that the reb-^ 
el communilies of the South have not lost their 
portion as States of the Union. 

"But," it is said, " there is ample protection 
against the admission of senators and represen- 
tatives from the disloyal States in the preroga- 
tive of the Houses of Congress, if they choose 
to exercise it. The Constitution savs that each 
House shall be the judge of the elections, re- 
turns, and qualifications of its own members. 
It may, therefore, refuse to receive members 
from any State at its pleasure." This is a great 
exaggeration of the common prerogative of le- 
gislative bodies. If a question arises whether a 
person claiming to be a member of one of the 
Houses of Congress has been duly elected, or 
whether the return of his election has been 
made in proper form, or whether he has the 
I)rescribea age, residence, or other qualifica- 
tions for membership, that house is authorised 
to decide the question ; but it has not the 
slightest right to say that persons duly elected, 
returned, and quahfied, shall not be received 
because they come from particular States which 
are not in sjnnpathy with the majority of the 
House. If it had, what a convenient method 
of securing unity would be presented I Do you 
not remember some majorities in the past that 
would have rejcnced at the discovery of thi^ 
mode of keeping out of Con^ss such trouble- 
some opponents as John Qumcy Adams, John 
P. Hale, and Charles Sumner, and some, perhaps, 
that would not have been greatly unwilling to 
keep all New England " out in the cold " ? If 
this prerogative of exclusion were established, 
what a terrible engine of party warfa^ it 
would become I 

Such are the conclusions, so fraught with ab- 
surdity and peril, to which we are forced, if we 
adopt the principle that the so-called seceded * 
States are still States of the Union. We start 
back from them in horror, as from a gulf di 
ruin. 



THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE. 

Shall we, then, if we are allowed fo amend 
our answer, txnr the other horn of tlie dilemma, 
and say that the seceded States are out of the 
Union ? We shall be met with the reply : " If 
these States are out of the Union, they must 
be so by virtue of their own acts of secession, 
and the measures which they adopted in con- 
firmation of these acts ; for no Othere have done 
any thing to put them out of the Union. These 
acts of theirs, then, even if unjustifiable, must 
have been valid, creating a separate nationali- 
ty. Consequently, the war which we have been 
waging so long, has been, as the confederate r-.- 
government has always contended, an interna- 
tional vxir, and not, as we have insisted, a civU 
foar^ — the struggle of a nation to preserve its 
integrity against rebellion. The Southerners 
were, tnerefore, entitled in this war to receive ];h 
the rights and privileges of belligerents, not f. „; 
only from the nations m Europe, but also from , *" 
ourselves. Our treatment of the Southern ■ 
territory as rightfully subject to our govern- *^^ 
ment, of Southern properity as forfeited by re- 'J7; ■ 
bellion, and of Southern men as traitors, has, ¥^1^ 
upon this theory, all been wrong. Jefferson *^ 
Davis should be est^eemed another John Han- -^ 
cock, and Robert E. Lee a second George + 
Washington. And what a long list of patriots k -.-r 
•in Edmund Ruffin, John B. Floyd, Jacob ji J? 
Thompson, Howell Cobb, Leonidas Polk, the p :J: 
Johnstons, the Hills, Beauregard, Lon^reet, S 
Ewell, Semmes, Mason and Slidell, Winder ■ 
and Turner, and the host of their compeers ! | 
The great principle upon which the united J 
North carried on the war was one of error and ^ 
injustice ; and the London " Times ** was paore - 
correct in its view of our national affairs than 3 
Abraham Lincoln. We have been stronger than h 
the South, but that makes no difference in re- 3 
spect to the right. It is now our duty humbly i 
to confess our errors, and to make amends for 
the injustice in our treatment of that much- 
abused country." 

We start liack again, if not with as much 
alarm, at least with as keen a sense of absurdi- .. 
ty. What, then, shall we do ? ^ If either an- 
swer opens the way to such a reductio ad absur- ? 
dum, how is it possible for us, as a nation, to i 
escape the necessity of either self-ruin on theh .. 
one side, or self-condemnation on the other ? 

SOLUTION OP THE DIFFICULTY. 

Let us consider. Is not there here an in- 
stance of what logicians call the Fallacy of 
Equivocation^ Is not the word Union em- 
ployed in two different senses, which need tc 
be carefully distinguished, and the confound- 
ing of which has led to our di&culties ? When 
used in a political sense, the expression *< The 
Union ** is commonly employed oy us as a gen- 
eral or collective term for the United States of 
America. Butthftti^TOi."^&^<^k^'«^^fc^'^^»^^ 



js not uniformly used in respect to extent of 
application. When we speak of the several 
United States, tlie number of the States, the 
powers of the States, &c., we commonly mean 
by the term simply the States, strictly so called, 
^hich are united m our confederation, excludt 
ng the Territories ; but when we speak of 
he United States as a country, the area of the 
[Jnited States, the population, wealth, power, 
ice., of the United States, we usually mean the 
Yhole countiy or nation subject to our govem- 
nent, including the Territories no less than the 
iJtates. The synonymous terna " The Union " 
s used with a like varying extent of applica- 
tion. It denotes more fre<][uently the otates 
srhich constitute the governing partnership of 
our united country, and is so used in the Con- 
stitution. In this sense it does not include the 
Territories which have not been admitted as 
^verning partners in the confederation, and 
lave consequently no vote in Congress. The 
^erm is also used, thoueh less frequently, in a 
(rider sense, to denote this whole nation united 
under one General Government, or, in other 
words, all the communities, whether States or 
Territories, which unite to form this great re- 
public, and which are riffhtfully subject to our 
{Rational Government. There is the governing 
Unioh and the governed Union, — the first a 

Partnership, consisting only of States which 
ave a share in the General Grovemment of the 
country ; the second, a community consisting of 
both States and Territories, protected, and, so 
far as national interests are concerned, govem- 
!d, by this partnership. The States govern 
tnd are governed ; the Territories are gov- 
erned, but have no share in the General Govem- 
aent of the country, though they are allowed, 
or the most part, to manage their own inter- 
nal affairs. 

It is evident, therefore, that a communihr 

may be in the Union in one sense of the word, 

and not in the Union in another sense.; for this 

is just the condition of the Territories and of 

the District of Columbia. In the one sense 

also no community is in the Union, except by 

its own voluntary action, in accordance with 

its own pleasure. The original thirteen States 

fi-eely united to form the Union ; and no State 

has been since admitted into the Union, except 

.upon its own wish and application ; and any 

State, at its pleasure, may virtually withdraw 

from the Union, in one sense of this word, by 

mitting to send senators and representatives 

) Congress. Participation in the governing 

artnership has always been voluntary ; and it 

1 so great a privilege and prerogative that 

'e may doubtless always leave it so. But with 

le Union in the other and more extensive ap- 

lication of the word, the case is quite diifer- 

nt. Since.the first formation of our Govem- 

lent, connection with this has not been at all 

ptional: no State or Territory is at liberty 

} withdraw from this connection. This is at- 

w^d.bjr the preamble to the Constitution, by 



the entire absence of anv provision for with- 
drawal, by the provision for the government of 
Territories, by the expressed opinions and pur- 
poses of the patriot statesmen who devised our 
Federal Government and the very objects of its 
establishment, by the usages of other govern- 
ments, and by the great ends of government 
in general. That is really no government from 
which the governed, if we may so call them, 
are allowed to slip away at pleasure. 

Still further, the privilege of governing may 
be, and often is, forfeited oy misconduct ; but 
this misconduct does not at all exempt the evil- ' 
doer from the authority of government ; on the 
contrary, it commonly renders him all the niore 
conscious of it. Does not the principle apply 
with equal force to States as to individuals ? 
May not a State, by evil acts, forfeit its privi- 
leged position in the Union as a governing 
ps^nership, while these acts cannot, of course, 
release it from its connection with the Union 
as a governed community ? 

It cannot certainly be uiged, as some have 
attempted to do, that States, as such, are ex- 
empt in our Government fi^m responsibility. 
The Constitution evidently does not so regard 
them : it prescribes what as States they shall 
do, and what they shall not do, and makes ex- 
press provision for suits against them as respon- 
sible persons. 

POSITION OF THE SECEDED STATES, IK FACT, 
AND OP RIGHT. 

May not these considerations suggest to us 
an answer to the Sphinx's dilemma, which may 
prove both safe and true ; viz., that the seceded 
States are out of the Union in one sense of the 
wordy and in it in another, — oxU of it as a 
governing partnership, hut in it as a governed 
community f Is not this the precise position 
which they how practically occupy? Have 
they, as States, any share whatever in the gov- 
emm^t of the country ? I say, "as States ; " 
for some individuals, now or lately resident in 
them, hold executive offices, and, highest of all, 
one of Whom the seraph Abdiel was type, — 

\ 
" Faithful found, 
Among the faithless faithfhl only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved, 
Unshaken, unseduced, untcrrlfied, 
His loyalty he kept, his lore, his zeal." 

Yet even he owes nothing, for his exalted 
station, to the votes of his own State. On the 
other hand, are not these States even specially 
subject to the Federal Government ? What 
is, then, their practical position ? Simply that 
of Territories. They are in the Union so far 
as Territories are in the Uiiion, and no farther. 
From courtesy or habit, we may call them 
States ; but, in their practical relations to the 
Union, thejr are amply Territories. This is 
their condition de facto. Is it not also de jwre f 
Have they a right to any other ? 



THEIR ACTS OF WTTHDBAWAL. 

By tbeir own act they withdrew from the 
Union, as a goTerninff partnership, and con- 
temptuonsly renounced all their privileges in 
it. Is the action of States such child's play 
that they can spurn from them these privileges, 
and yet have still the same title to them as oe- 
fore ? And for this withdrawal and renuncia- 
tion they had, by the statements of their own 
leaders, no provocation, except that, being, a 
minority, they could not always rule in the 
Union as they had done during the greater 
part of its existence. Their motto was the de- 
moniac one, *' Rule or Buin." Thank God I 
they have not been able to ruin us in war; 
«hall we now tamely permit them to rule or 
ruin US in peace f 

THEIR ACTS OP FRAUD, ROBBERY, AKD WAR. 

After these acts of secession, or, in many 
cases, in anticipation of them, they seized by 
force or fraud all the United-States property 
they could lay their hands upon, — arms, am- 
munition, arsenals, navy-yards, custom-houses, 
forts ; and traitors in power had violated their 
oaths, and abused the confidence reposed in 
them, by taking care that this property should 
be as large and as exposed a& pOssiole, and that 
the North should ' be deprived, as far as might 
be, of the means of defence. What reward are ' 
we bound to render for these acts of shameless 
robbery ? Thejr fired upon our flag because . 
we would not yield every thing to tSeir arro- 
ffant demands, and conmiit national suicide. 
They plotted to take our capital by force pf 
arms, and to install treason and rebellion su- 
preme in the highest and most sacred places of 
the nation. Confident of the success of the 
schemes which they had been so long concert- 
ing while we had been unsuspicious, boasting 
that their banner would soon wave in triumph 
over the Capitol at Washington, and wishing 
to take tho fullest advantage of our unprepared 
condition, they proceeded without delay to di- 
rect, open, unprovoked war. Thus proceeding, 
thej subjectea themselves tQ the laws of war. 
This they well knew and understood, and were 
willing to abide the consequences, — conse- 
quences which, they believed, would be triumph 
for themselves, and humiliation for others. At 
least they were ready to take the risk. Nor 
were they ignorant of the laws of war. These 
laws have written themselves in blood upon 
so many of the pages of history, that they are, 
alas ! too well understood. They knew, that, by 
these laws, they were throwing away the rights 
and privileges which they held by a peaceful 
compact. The fires of war bum up parch- 
ments. " By a state of war, that (rf society is 
abolished,'' is the sententious maxim of the em- 
inent publicist, Burlamaqui. All friendly part- 
nership ceases when men seize each other by 
the throat in a death-struggle. *Knowmg]y 



and Tolnntarily they committed to the dread 
4M:')bitrament of war the whole subject of their 
relations to theur before sister States. If con- 
querors, thev would become independent, per* 
haps sovereign ; if conquered, they^ must sub- 
mit to the common lot of the vanquished ; they 
must become a subject people, and their land | 
conquered territory. ^ Against all our remon- 1 
strances, our entreaties, our compromises, and 3 
even conGeaaiojis, (hey .insisted ofi staking their i 
allj and our aUj upon ^is horrid game of mood; | 
and they have lost, — thank Heaven, the** 
q^jCT LOST 1 * 

'"And now do. they come, and say that all this '■ 
has meant nothing ; that all these long years 1 
of mustering {tosts, of crimson battle-fields, of ,|r 
sufierersVgrpans, of widows' tears, of orphans' ;f 
cries, of prisoners' torments, have meant noth-'i 
ing ; and that now we are bound to throw all^ 
up that we have gidned, and play the game j^ 

jgifiE. again? Merciful God I Play the game ji. 
over again I Yes : that is the meaning ; that is^ 
what IS really contained in every appeal for the ;' 

. indulgent . treatment of the chivalrous South ;v ; 
tiiat is still the dream of Southern ambition ; if jf ; 
we da not secure what we have won, that toilif 
be the resultj and toith what issiiey God only^- 

. knows* l^ 



THEIR nmUMANITT. 



Or will any one say that the South haal; ; 
waged the war w^th such peculiar honor and; 
humanity, that the usual laws of wsur ouffht no^' - 
to apply in this case ? To what will he aiK: 

J!^ m confirmation of this plea? To th^ ^ 

Surprises by which the war was sprung upoii| ■ 
us r To tlie persecution of the loyalists of the' . 
South, by threats, confiscation, exile, imprison<i ■\ 
ment, hanging ? To the schemes for desolat^ j 
ing the North by conflagration, pestilence, anq'/ 
insurrection ? To the plot for the murder ok '! 
the President-elect, on his first approach tAy 
the scene of his labors ? To the more success] >- 
ful plot for his assassination, with that of hiti ; 
chief coadjutors, as these labors were nearind ^^ 
the gq^ pf. accomplishment ? To the refussS-^ 
of quarter *^ibn the battle-field, the heartlesl 1 
massacre of the unresisting ? To the prison! . 
pens, in which so many thousands of patriot^ 
soldiers were shut up as sheep for the slaughter 

_ for heat and cold, hunger and disease, and th^ 
brutal tyranny of keepers to work their wil^ , .^ 
upon tiU death shoula come, or such exhauai^i^ 
tion that they might be exchanged as thos- ~ 
firom whom nothing was to be feared in future 
Where is the page of history on which t) 
names of Belle Isle, Salisbury, and Anderso 
TJllei can be fitly recorded ? 

-'"'TSO, by their own acts, by the laws of war, 1 
th^-gj^atiudoms of' universal law, the seced< 
States have forfeited and lost their positio 
and all the rights and privileges which th( 
held in the ffQveming partnership of the cou 

_tejK(j^ while, nby their failure in war, they a 
suU retained, and most justly, under the a 



thority of the conntry. As a matter of faict^ 
snd as a matter of law, actually and deserve 
3dly, they hold the portion of smiple Territo- 
ry . /ies in the Union. We shall see hereafter 
»• • that they have been practically so regarded by 
the^ General Government. They would not 
be in the Union at all, and In imv sense, were 
\i. I they not so thronsh conquest ^he only po^ 
tion, therefore, which they can claim of nght, 
is diat of conquered proijinee^ Any position 
above this must be granted them of mere favor. 
The rebel Gen. Thompson, in his recent 
&rewell address to his troops, pitluly expressed 
a clear comprehension of nie real state of the 
case: "You must remember now that you 
have no rights, and can only claim such as may 
be given yeu by the conquerors; and the less 
(Tou say about politics, until you have become 
naturalized, the better for you.'' 



DUTIES OF THE OEliTEEAL GOtrEBNMEKT. 

The great practical question now presents 
itself, " What course ought the Oenend Oovem" 
ment to pursue in respect to the seceded States, 
as virtually Territories f Their condition as 
Territories ^ves^ them some peculiar claims 
upon our attention, consideration, sympatiiy, 
and benevolence. We are not to do them 
evil, but^od, and all the good we can. We 
are not to ask how we can most punish them 
for their misconduct, but how we can best raise 
them to that height from which, by that mis- 
conduct, they have fallen. In most cotmtries. 
Territories have been viewed as permanently 
subject to the ruling State ; and no provision 
has been made for their elevation to political 
equality. But the course pursued in this conn- 
tiy has been in marked and remarkable con- 
trast to this. The thirteen original States, 
which fought through the long, hard fight for 
independence, instead of reserving to them- 
selves any peculiar prerogatives on this ac- 
count, as they might not unreasonably have 
done, generously t&ew the door wide open for 
the admission of new States with entire equal- 
ity of power and privilege, and thus suffered 
themselves to be entirely outnumbered and 
overweighed in the scales of political influence. 
Does the history of the world show a parsJlel 
to the liberal, disinterested, paternal kindness 
with which Territories have here been treated ? 
What would a statesman of Athens have said 
of the policy of admitting colonies to an entire 
equality with the motheivstate ? or an old Bo- 
man, of making subject provinces the peers of 
' the eternal city^*? But we have regarded Ter- 
ttories in our government simply as States in 
tie condition of minority ; co-neirs of all the 
realth of the patrimonial estate, but not yet 
Id enough to enter into the full possession of 
; ; to be tept a while under guardianship, but 
upon the first approach of manhood to be robed 
in the toga, ana made the full equals of their 
ibnaer ^Tiardiaos. The relation of the Gen- 



eral Government to the Territories has been 
strictly a parental one; and, except in the 
crimes against Elansas, through the mstigation 
of slavery, has, perhaps, never been iJbused. 
If there have been errors in the treatment of 
the other Territories, they have been those of 
indulgence rather than en* severity. This pi^ 
rental relation now extends to. the sece(kd 
States. What duties does it involve ? 

I. TO ESTABLISH TEMPORAKT GOVERN- 
MENTS. 

First, to estaUish in each State a territorial, 
or, to use a more common expression, a provis- 
ional government, for the maintenance of or- 
der, and the security of the persons, property, 
rights, and general wel&ure di all the innabft- 
ants, and for the preparation of the State for 
re^admission in fiill to the Union. The Federal 
authority, acting through Congress or the 
PrefflQent, as the case may require, may, at 
discretion, organize this government in what- 
ever way seems best ; the good of the whole 
country, and that of the particular State, being 
kept constantiy and alike in view. The Gen- 
eral Government is of course established for 
the promotion of the general good, and must 
never saiiifice this object. On the other 
hand, a Territory is a ward under the charge 
of the General Government; and the usual 
obligations f£ guardianship apply in this case. 
The guardian must hold sacred the interests 
of his ward. Can these two objects conflict 
*vith each other ? Never in reality, even if in 
appearance. Throughout society, there is an 
qroinance of its great Author, the all-wise 
and iJl-good, by which the highest and best 
welfare ^ each part is made to consist with, 
and to be essential to, the highest and best 
welfkre of the whole ; and the converse. 
" Whether one member sufi'er," says the Apoe- 
tle Paul, <* all the members sufier with it ; or 
one member be honored, ap the members re- 
jmce with if The wealth of all is made up 
of the wealth of each part, and then, by this 
mystery of infinite wisdom, power, and love, 
becomes as entirely and individually the pos- 
session of each part as though no other shared. 
« Oh the depth of the riches Doth of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God 1 How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding 
out 1 For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things : to whom be glory forever." 

PRINCIPLES OF RE-ORGANIZATION. 

Is the question now asked, " How can these 
m^ovisional governments be best organized " ? 
The details must,*of course, be adapted to the 
varying circumstances d* each State ; and of 
these circumstances those who have the practi- 
cal conduct of public affairs must judge. Be* 
sides, suc)i governments have alreaay been 
in^tuted in all the seceded State8,which have 



tbits been praeticall^r reooflsized as virtaall^ 
TefritxMies; and I should have litde disposi^ 
tion, eren if it were not presumption^ to at- 
tempt a criticism of measures which ^se and 
patnotic statesmen have adopted according to 
tiieir best judgment, and under a sense of 
heav;^ responsuniity, for the welfare of the 
nation, and its constituent communities. 

But there are certain general principles for 
this re-organization which seem to be plain. 
It is eyident that it was proper to institute 
these governments with as little delay as prac- 
ticable, so that the present chaos, so dangerous 
to Hfe, property, liberty, and virtue, might be 
changed as speedily' as possible to order and 
8afb(^. 

1b it not also plain that in these governments 
(he civil element should be as large as security 
will allow, and the military as small? The 
arbitrary control and the unreasoning submis- 
sion of army discipline, to say nothing of op- 
pressive and corrupting influences associated 
with camps, are poor instructors in republican 
principles and methods of procedure. The 
provisional ^vemment ebould be as natural 
an introduction as possible to the permanent 
free institutions which, it is hqped, will soon 
follow. 

By whom should this provisional government 
b^ administered ? Evidently, so far as safety 
will permit, by the people themselves. No 
people, as no individuaJ, can be rightly and effi- 
ciently trained to freedom and seff-govemment, 
without the enjoyment, under proper checks, 
of freedom and self-government The maxims, 
*^A people should to kept in slavery till they 
are fit tor freedom," imd, "A people should not 
be intrusted with self-government till they are 
fully prepared for its exerdse," are alike cun- 
ningly devised doemas of the diabolical spirit 
of oppression and despotism. On these prin- 
ciples, an enslaved people would never be set 
free; an oppressed people would never come to 
the enjoyment of civil rights. These principles 
parallel in absurdity the celebrated resolution 
of the unpractical philosopher, recorded for us,, 
by the Greek humorist, that he would never 
go near the water till he had learned to swim. 

EXTENT OF ELECTITE FBANCHISE. 

As the principles dfour Crovemment require 
that the people at large should be the deposi- 
taries of civu power, it is essential for the real- 
ization of these principles that the whole peo- 
ple should be trained as rapidly as possible to 
the exercise of this power. It is hence desbra- 
ble, in these provision^ governments, that tlie 
elective franchise should be made as broad as 
will consist with safety and order. The princi- 
ple is plain enough ; respecting its u>phcation 
there is great variety <^ opimon. Some con- 
tend, that, in the reconstruction of the seceded 
States, the ballot, and right of holding office, 
should be confined to the whites who Ittve al- 



ways been kyal. If tins rule were adopted 
how many voters and office-holders could be 
found in South Carolina? Could a baker's 
dozen? Could many more be found in any 
one of the Cotton States? Some, therefore, 
would add to these the amnestied rebels. Ex- 
periments have been made of this course, and 
have dbown in practice, what we should have 
anticipated, that this places the ciril power in 
the hands of those, — 

" Who, having sworn aninst their wlH, 
Are of the Bame opimon still i" 

and not only of the same opinion, bnt of the same 
traitorous purpose, to be put in execution as 
fast as caution will allow. The oaths are taken, 
to a wide extent, with a mental reservation, 
like the subscription in England to the Thirty- 
nine Articles; and, in some instances, with 
avowed perjury. This perjury is even justi- 
fied and recommended by influential papers 
at the South. "We have a right," they say, 
" to vote, and hold our property. Any obstacle, 
therefore, thrown in the way by an oppressive 
government at Washington, whose rightful au- 
thority we do not recognize, is in its own na- 
ture null We may, then," they distinctly inti- "^ 
mate, even if their expressions are somewhat 
less bald, **leap over it in contempt." The 
determination of the influential classes at the 
South is manifestly to keep just as much as 
possible of slavery, aristocracy. State sover- 
eignty, and disloyalty ; to make our victory as 
barren of result as they can ; and, defeated by 
arms, still to conquer by political action and 
party intrigue. 

8UFFBAGB WITHOUT DISTXNCTIOIT OP COLOB. 

To secure a re-organization more favorable 
to justice and fireedom, others would add to the 
loyal and amnestied whites the liberated blacks 
of the South. There are strong reasons in 
favor of this course. Those to whom, in the 
hour of our peril, we appealed to assist us by 
their arms, ought not now, in the hour of our 
safety, to be spumed back to serfdom. Are 
national aratUudeajid national honor mere words 
with us? Is there no gulf of meanness, into 
whose slimy and fetid waters we are not ready 
to plunse ? To sacrifice our friends to our 
enemies/ — in our obsequiousness to rebels, to 
bind our deliverers hand and foot, and ^ve 
them over to infuriate men, who would delight 
in wreaking vengeance on them for our success, 
and for that aid of theirs which secured or at 
least hastened this success. 

I will not say that we could not have con- 
quered without the friendship of the colored 
people of the South; still it is probable tJiat 
tve should not have conquered; and, if we had 
done so, it must have oeen at much greater 
cost of time, treasure, blood, and suffering. 
They were oivguides, our spies, our concealers, 
our nnnes. TEe fugitive from labbY qyl EWscr 



ence found food and shelter in their cabms, and 
those who would not only direct but acccmipany 
him on his way. The darlins of a Northern 
mother was affectionately tended by a second 
mother, who studied every want, tried to soothe 
every pain, and, when nought availed, wiped 
off the clammy death-sweat, and closed the 
classy eyes. As soon as we permitted it, they 
became our comrades on the battle-field, and 
with unblenchins valor led the forlorn hope. 
One of our popiuar fallacies had been that the 
negro could not be a true man, because he 
would not fight; a fallacy strange enough in 
the mouths of those who were so often ti&cing 
of the^dangers of a negro insurrection, and the 
horrors of St. Domingo 1 

The colored man has shown in this war that 
he has an intelligence not to be deceived, a 
virtue not to seduced, and a valor not to be 
daunted. Are not these the appropriate attri- 
butes of a citizen and voter ? in what quality 
of manliness does he fall below the degraded 
whites of the South, the sandhillers and 
crackers of the Carolinas and Georgia ? Or, 
to compare him with a different cmss, in the 
hands of which Robert would the vote be the 
safer, Robert Small or Robert Lee ? When, 
therefore, it is urged that there is danger in 
intrusting the bdlot to so ' many ignorant 
blacks, the answer is obvious : ** True, but 
the danger is far greater of intrusting it to so 
many ignorant and disloyal whites. Xoyal ig- 
norance is, beyond comparison, less dangerous 
than disloyal ignorance. There is a certain 
instinct in virtue which keeps its possessor firom 
going very far astray. But the instincts of vice 
are all for wandering. Worst and most perilous 
of all is disloyal intefiigence. It has been this in 
the persons of such as John C. Calhoun, and 
Barnwell Rhett, and Henry A. Wise, and 
James M. Mason, and William L. Tancev, and 
John C. Breckinridge, and Jefferson bavis, 
that has bought upon us these indescribable 
woes and still more awful perils." 

The truth is that there is no course that can 
be pursued with the disorganized communities 
of the South which is not fraught with danger, 
except as the General Government shall hold 
a firm, wise, and kind guardianship over them. 
Here lies all our security ; and, with this, va- 
rious methods might be pursued, and experi- 
ments tried, without very great risk. I am not 
at all disposed to condemn our President, who 
has given such proofs of ability, patriotism, 
firmness, and fidelity, for the course which he 
has seen fit to adopt. I confess that my own 
preference and judgment, from the light which 
I have, would be in favor of accoiHling the right 
of suffrage to the loystl and amnestied of the 
South, without cfistinction of color, but with 
the requisition of an ability to read and write. 
I cannot see how the ballot is affected by the 
complexion of the hand that throws it ; but I 
do see how it is essentially affected by the in- 
teJ//£^ence and dispo^tion that move the hand. 



This recjuintion would also furnish a meet val- 
uable stimulus to ignorant whites and blacks 
to gain those elements of knowledge which 
would lift them to a higher plane of being. I 
do not like horse-races, and still less steaomboat 
races ; but here is a race w)iich I should like 
to witness, — a race between whites and blacks, 
to see which will first win, on these conditions, 
the elective franchise. And, if I deemed it 
right to bet on the result, I would sooner stake 
mv money on the blacks than on the ignorant 
whites. But such a competition would do both 
inestimable good. 

Two objections, sometimes urged against this 
impartial suffrage, may, I think, be safely left 
to balance each other. One ,is, " The blacks 
of the South ought not to vote, because they 
will be governed at the ballot-box by antipathy 
to the if^tes." The other is, '< The blacks of 
the South ought not to vote, because they will 
be ^vemed at the ballot-box by the wishes of 
' theur white employers." Influences both of an- 
tipathy, and or sympathy or subserviency, will 
doubtless act upon black as they do upon white 
voters ; and they will counteract each other in 
the one case as the;^ do in the other. If they 
form a valid objection to negro suffrage, they 
must also to general white suffrage, and es- 
pecially in the Southern States, as society is 
now constituted there. Even in New England, 
are not the poor influenced in voting both by 
jealousy of tne rich, and by the wi^ to secure 
their favor ? Shall they, therefore, be dis&an- 
. chised ? Society, both North and South, both 
in this country and in every other, is full of in- 
fluences which are dangerous except as they 
. neutralize each other ; and this they do most 
efiectually where there is the greatest freedom 
and eauality. Must the great and the rich 
have all the power in the State secured to them, 
because, forsooth, others are inclined to oppose 
tiiem, and yet others to be subservient to their 
wishes? 

H. TO EXEBCISB GUABDIANSHIF OVEB 
THESB GOYEBNMENTS. 

We come to the second duty of the General 
Grovernment in respect to the returning States 
during their period of novitiate. The provi- 
sional governments organized, it is then the 
duty of the Generd Government to exercise 
a careful guardianship and control over these 
governments. Congress has the right to legis- 
late directly for these States, as for Territories ; 
and, if it wisely and kindly permits local le^ 
lation, this le^slation is conditioned on the ex- 
press or imphed consent of Congress, and with- 
out this has no validity. Congress has at any 
time the right to intenere, either to supply de- 
fects or to annul wrong acts in the local legis- 
lation.. If the rights or interests of any classes 
are disregarded, Congress has the right and is 
bound to come forward with its sovereign pre- 
rogative over Territories, and make provi^on 



for tHem. In like manner, the provisional 
goyemors of these States are agents of the 
Fresident, and, as such, are subject to his di* 
reotion and control. And, however he ma^ 
spare the application of the term, our Fresi-, 
dent is mamfesUy treating the returning States 
as virtually Territcnies, and under the national 
anthoiity as such. Whatever may be the the- 
ory in words, such is plainly the practice. If 
now the President and Congress will faithfully 
exercise these rights And perform these duties 
of guardianship and control, there is little dan- 
ger of serious evil or great wron^ in the r&oi> 
ganization of these now disorgamzed and char 
otic communities ; but, otherwise, there is the 
most serious peril that ahnost evei^ thing will 
go wrong. Every daily pjaper brings evidence 
uiat the dominant Southerners are coming 
back to us as the Bourbons returned to France, 
'^ having learned nothing, and having forgotten 
nothing ; " intending and hoping, however 
names may differ, to have substantially, and to 
do substantially, just what they had and did 
before the Bebelhon. God save the poor freed- 
men (that is the name, what is the reality ?) 
from their new oppressions ! 

Look at some of the measures which have 
already been instituted. See the blacks de- 
barred from all share in the Government, and 
thus deprived of all means of protecting them- 
selves from the oppression of those who are 
enraged at their loyalty, and at their own defeat 
through this loyalty, "and who are intent on 
demonstrating tneir oft-repeated assertion that 
"slavery is the happiest condition for the 
blacks." See them prohibited from leaving the 
plantations on which they are working, wiUiout 
passes from their masters (yes, masters, — the 
name has not lost its appropriateness), and li 
able to arrest and imprisonment if found abroad 
without one ; so that they are not permitted, 
though theoretically as free as we are, to escape 
from tyranny without the leave of the tyrant. 
See them debarred from all right to claim the 
fulfilment of a contract, unless it is in writing, 
and witnessed by a white man. The contracts 
of white men, flien, ought to be null, unless 
witnessed by black men. See the planters of 
seven adjoiijing counties meeting and fixing 
the compensation of colored laborers at $5 a 
month for men, with a proportionate diminution 
for women and children ; a pittance from which 
they must clothe themselves, and pay for med- 
ical attendance, if needed. See the colored 
man denied all privilege of testifying in courts 
of justice, in cases where a white man is con- 
cerned ; so that that law whose " seat," accord- 
ing to Hooker, is the bosom of God, and whose 
voice the harmony of the world, the very least 
feeling her care, and the greatest not exempted 
from her power, becomes a paltry, partial insti- 
tution, securing the rights of tlie whites from 
encroachment by the blacks, but not those of 
the blacks from encroachment by the whites. 
The white man may defraud his colored broth- 



er with absolute impunity, if another white man 
is not witness to the transaction. He may rob 
him, he may plunder and bum his house, he 
may torture hnn as much as he will, and even 
take his life, before a crowd of witnesses ; and 
he is perfectly safe, if there does not happen to 
be a white man in the company who will testify 
against him. The colored woman has no pro- 
tection for her virtue fh)m a white man's lust, 
unless, what will almost never occur, another 
white man, not a partner in guilt, is a witness 
of the crime. 

I am not now speaking, as might be supposed, 
of the old laws of the palmy days of slavery, 
when the Dred Scot decision was pronounced, 
and Kansas was dragooned, and " Uncle Tom's 
CaWn ** was written, but of recent legislation, 
and of regulations auite lately introduced or 
enforced. Witness tne proceedings of the loyal 
Legislature of Tennessee, the State least com- 
mitted to the Rebellion of all which seceded, and 
rules established in Virginia, one of the States 
in which slavery did not show its harshest form. 
If such be the spirit of these States, what must 
be the temper of the extreme South? "If 
they do these things in a green tree, what shall 
be done in a dry ? " Of cases of hard-hearted- 
ness, cruelty, demon-like atrocity, making the 
blood to boil, there is no need that I should 
make . mention, for what day passes without 
bringing us some credible account of them ? 
Every breeze that comes to us from the South 
is still laden with groans and cries, and how 
eloquently do they appeal to our National Gov- 
ernment to be faithful in exercising its rightful 
guardianship and control over still disloyal and 
slavery-loving communities ! Let us pray daily 
that our President and the coming Congress 
will be faithful to their great trust 

in. TO BE- ADMIT CAUTIOUSLY AND SE- 
CURELY. 

A third duty of the General Government is 
to admit the seceded States into the Union as 
a governing partnership when they give proof 
that they will become good members of such a 
partnership. Why do 1 mention this as a duty 
of the Government? Because the seceded 
States have any claim to be re-admitted to this 
partnership? Not in the least. They have 
no more claim to such a re-admission, than mem- 
I bers of a commercial partnership, who had vio- 
lently broken away from it and endeavored to 
ruin it, maligning its credit, destroying its goods, 
burning its warehouses and ships, and even 
seeking the lives of the remaining partners, 
would nave, when defeated in their plans, to 
come back into the partnership, and enjoy again 
their former share of its property and profits. 
They have, as a matter of right, the same claim 
which Milton's fallen angels would have had, 
after their desperate battles and entire over- 
throw, — when 



il^ 



** Headlong themselves they threw 
Down tlrota the verge of heaven, eternal wrath 
Burned after them to the bottomless pit,'' — 

to rise as soon as they were rested; to form 
themselves into a procession, with Satan at 
their head, and Moloch, Belial, Mammon, and 
Beelzebub, leading divisions ; to march up the 
height from which they had fallen, and, knock- 
ing vehemently at heaven's gate, to demand 
re-admission and restoration to their former seats 
of dignity and power. No : the obligation rests 
on no right of rebels not to suffer the natural 
consequences of rebellion, but on the implied 
principles of our Government, one of which 
seems to be this, that there is to be no perma- 
nent inequality among the associated commu- 
nities which constitute our nation ; just as it is 
an avowed principle in that immortal docu- 
ment which lies at the foundation of our na- 
tional existence, that all men are created 
equal. The genius and form of our Govern- 
ment are adapted to an association of equal 
States, not to an aggregation of dominant 
and subject States. The observance of this 
principle, and of national usage, will lead to 
the re-admission of the rebel l^tes as soon as 
they are prepared for this boon. It is to them 
simply an unmerited boon. The Constitution 
says, " New States majr be admitted by the 
Qongress into this Union : *' it does not say 
" shall be admitted," but " may be admitted ; " 
and it leaves to Congress the absolute determi- 
nation of the conditions of admission. . 

How soon, then, will it be proper to receive 
into the Union as a governing partnership, the 
seceded States? As soon as they are pre- 
pared to become friendly and gopd memoers 
of this partnership ; to co-operate fkithfuUy and 
fraternally in promoting the objects for which 
it was formed. To re-admit these States with 
the principles and spirit which they have here- 
tofore cherished, and which have been intensi- 
fied and inflamed bv four years of war, would 
be the same as if the members of a business 
firm should receive into their association men 
who they knew were determined to ruin their 
business, blast their reputation, and beggar 
their fanulies ; as if the owner of a vessel 
should receive on board, as passengers, men 
who he knew were resolved, as soon as thev 
were in deep water, to scuttle his vessel, and, 
leaving all eke on board to perish, to take the 
long-boat, and make off with all the money and 
other valuables they could cany ; as if a man 
should welcome to his house villains who he 
was assured sought entertainment simply that 
they might rise in the dead of night, cut their 
entertainer's throat, violate his daughters, shoot 
down the other members of the family, and go 
off, leaving what was yesterday the abode of 
peace ana joy only a lifeless and smoking 
ruin. There is such a thing as friendship ; there 
is such a thing as enmity ; and woe to the peo- 
j^M that will not distinguish them, or, distin- 
sru/sA/ns^ them, will act as if they were the 
Jame / '' 



And what are the objects for which our 
partnership was formed, and which we must 
rely upon re-admitting States to aid us in pro- 
moting and securing ? There is here no un- 
certainty. They are expressly stated in. the 
preamble to our Constitution : "We, the peo- 
ple of the United States, in order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and se- 
cure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our posterity, do ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution for the United States of America." 
Such are the explicit objects of our partner- 
ship ; and no new partners can righttully be 
admitted, whose influence would be adverse to 
these objects. In, a matter of such immense con- 
sequence, it is the manifest righjb and duty of 
Congress to keep all candidates for admission 
on probation as long as there is good reason 
for apprehending evil from their admission. 
What, then, is necessary for removing such an 
apprehension ? 

FIRST SECUBITY. 

First, the full renunciation, on the part of 
the seceded States, of the institutions and 
spirit of slavery. Slavery, whatever disguise 
it may have worn of State Rights, Aristocratic 
Honor, and Southern Independence, has been 
our real foe through this war of wars. Slavery 
instigated the war, carried it on, prompted its 
enormities, and, if spared, will renew it as 
soon as it can. It is as natural an antagonist 
of freedom and free institutions, as darkness is 
of light, cold of heat, falsehood of truth, death 
of life. From the necessity of their being, the 
struggle between the two combatants must 
continue till one of them perishes. Are we 
freemen, and have we any question which of 
the two must perish, which shall perish f 

It is not enough that there is a passive ac- 

guiescence, while the lovers of slavery cannot 
elp themselves, in the proclamation of Janu- 
ary 1, 1863.* This will not prevent the se- 
ceded States, when re-admitted to the Union, 
from passing acts for the re-establishment, by de- 
grees, of slavery. The General Government 
will then have no power to interfere with the 
institutions of these States, except in points 
expressly specified by the Constitution. They 
will then be fully in the Union, and, with these 
express exceptions, will have absolute control 
of their own internal affairs. Let no one say 
that this is mere idle alarm. The proofs are 
abundant that it is not so. 

Nor is it enough that the Amendment to the 
Constitution now before the people should re- 
ceive that ratification of nineteen loyal States, 
which, I cannot doubt, would rightmlly estab- 
lish its validity. This would prevent the re- 
newal of slavery pr9 forma, but not in re, I 
need not repeat the proofs of this, which we 
must thank the slavocrats for having given us 
in time, before it should be forever too late. 
No : there must bo a c\ia,Txwfe\iit\i<i States them- 



selves wHcli will jprevent the ruling majority 
in them from wishmg to revive slavery, or to 
establish serfdom in its place. Until this change 
has taken place, the reception of these States 
into- the Union must be fraught with terrific 
periL "Can a man take fire in hisbo^m, 
and not be burned ? ** 

SECOND SECURITY. 

For this change, and the harmonious union 
of Korth and South, it is essential, in the sec- 
ond place, that the aristocratic constitution of 
Southern society should be modified. Great 
land-holding barons have, in all ages and coun- 
tries, despised those who live by the fruits of 
their own labor, and felt that they had the pre- 
rogative of domineering over them. The South- 
em barons, in that insolence which so long 
abused and insulted us, before it broke out into 

rin war, only followed the general law. And 
the baromal estates of the South are to 
continue with their old extent and privileges, 
whether thev are tilled by slaves or serfs, this 
law will still continue to operate. We shall 
be cherishing a band of mightv men, the very 
instinct of whose condition will make them the 
enemies of democratic institutions, the haters 
of fr^Q schools, free speech, a free press, a free 
pulpit, free ballots, and those " mudsills of so- 
ciefy," free laborers. The great landed estates 
of the South, therefore, must be greatly sub- 
divided, and llie number of land-owners greatly 
increased, before the seceded States can l^e 
safely re-admitted. For this essential reform, 
we need, besides the natural consequences of 
the war, a vigorous exercise of that confisca- 
tion which the war has abundantly authorized. 
We also need the adoption of every feasible 
measure for raising to new independence, in- 
telligence, industry, virtue, and dignity, those 
poor whites, whom, as our Chief Magistrate has 
said with great force, the war has emancipated 
no less than the blacks. In the case of the for- 
mer, no less than of the latter, much is still re- 
quired to make the emancipation real and per- 
manent 

THIBD SECUBITY. 

It is evident, in the third place, that the se- 
ceded States can never be safely re-admitted to 
the Union, while a large proportion, in some of 
them a majority, of the people are consigned 
to degradation by the constitutions and laws, 
and deprived of all power to protect their own 
interests and rights. Such a degradation and 
deprivation would be a plague-spot that would 
dinuse its virus througli the whole body politic. 
Injustice is never safe. Oppression always re- 
acts upon the oppressor. "Curses," says the 
Arabic proverb, " like chickens, always come 
home to roost." "I tremble for my country," 
said Jefferson, " when I reflect that God is just" 
The events of these last years have suffused 
his words with an mtensity and emphasifli of 



meaning c^ which he himself had probably litp 
tie apprehension. But if we refiise to les^ t]ie 
lesson of God's justice, and stiU dare the thun- 
der-bolts of heaven by our o{^ression, by the 
sacrifice of our brethren to our selfishness and 
pride, what, oh! what, will be the second les- 
son ? If the " chastisement with whipa" is un- 
heeded, what must be the " chastisemelt with 
scorpions"? 

But, aside from the general peril of injustice, 
there are here various special dangers, which 
with tjrumpet-tonmie, with more than the earn- 
estness of Cassandra, call out to us, " Beware I" 
May it not be their fate, as it was hers, to be 
unheeded I 

DANGER OF INGBATITUDE. 

There is a {>ecular danger, no less than ia- 
famy, in ingratitude. *^ The gods hate the im- 
srateful," is an old Grecian proverb ; but men 
hate them as well. And if, in the hour of 
need, we called upon others to help us, and 
then, in the hour or success, gave them over to 
their enemies and ours, where shall we evqr 
find firiends and helpers again ? Who will ven- 
ture hereafter to run the risk of coming to our 
lud, when we have shown to the world how 
much safer it is to seek our destruction than 
our deliverance, and how much truth there is 
in the oft-repeated and oft-denied assertion, that 
" Kepublics are especially ungrateful " ? If we 
suffer such a record on the page of history, what 
floods of tears will future generations shed to 
blot out, if it were possible, the damning shame 
and the abiding curse I 

PROOF OF CONTINUED DISLOYALTY. 

But, again, the degradation of our colored 
Mends ofthe South, and the denial to them of 
the riehts of citizenship, will show that the spir^ 
it of daverv is still dominant there ; and con- 
sequently that the ruling majority is still dislojr- 
al in heart, however it may be in profession. 
We began our national career with the predom- 
inance of the spirit of liberty and equality ; and 
then fireemen were allowed to vote, without re- 
spect to color, in nearly all the States South as 
well as North. 

'<In 1789," says Judge Eelley, in his noble 
speech in Congress, of last January, << at the 
time of the adoption of the Constitution ofthe 
Umted States^ there was but one State whose 
Constitution distinguished in this respect agaix^rt 
the colored man. This odious distinction, SP 
fraught with unforeseen but terrible conse- 
quences, marred the Constitution of South 
Carolina alone." 

But as the spirit of slavery revived fit)m 
what our fathers fondly believed its death 
wound, and gradually grew to its late domi- 
nant power. State after State changed its Con- 
stitution or laws so as to drive the nree colored 
man from the polls. Even one of the New* 



"bowed the kneel to Baal, changed her Consti- 
tution in accordance with slayeholcting wishes, 
and was rewarded for it bj Southern patron- 
age. The peddlers of Connecticut sold the 
birthright left them by lU^er Sherman and 
Oliver Wolcott for a mess of pottage. 

I 

INTBUSTING THE BLACKS TO THS SOUTHEBN 
WHITES. 

This decline from the spirit of our BotoIu- 
tionarj Fathers should warn us of the danger 
in consenting to a plan which some propose. 
** Oh, yes," say they, " the colored people ought 
to have, at some time, the right of sufir^ ; 
but they are not yet preoar^ for it. The 
best course, therefore, would be to receive back 
the seceded States with the right of suSrage 
restricted to the whites, trusting and believing 
that these will exercise a kind guardianship 
over the blacks, and grant them, with other 
dvil privileges, the elective franchise as soon 
as they are prepared for it." All history shows 
how reluctant those who have a monopoly of 
power are to part with the monopoly, and share 
the power with those who have oeen deprived 
of it The welfare and honor of the State, 
that is to say, their own interest, dignity, and 
wealth, will, they are satisfi^, be better taken 
care of if thev keep the power in their own 
hands. Tlie lower class need more education 
before they can be prepared to take part in the 
government. And then, when it is proposed 
to provide this education for them, it is ooject- 
ed that this education would only unfit them 
for their present station, and make them discon- 
tented with a concHtion above which they can 
never rise. By a singular kind of dilemma, 
not recognized in our books of lo^c, they 
must not 1)0 elevated till their education is im- 
proved ; and their education must not be im- 
proved, because they would then desire to be 
devated. We know how this kind of reasoning 
has heretofore been wielded for the continuance 
and increase of the degradation of the free col- 
ored man. What reason have we to think that 
it will not still be so wielded, if we leave any 
room for its exercise ? 

And look at the history of reform in Eng- 
land. What a warfare have aristocratic seB*- 
ishness, prejudice, pride, and sophistry wa^ed 
against every effort fbr elevating the concHtion 
^ the labonng masses I The parliament just 
dissolved was one of the most enlightened and 
libersJ which England has ever had. Yet the 
very moderate proposition fbr extending the 
privilege of suffrage from those paying ten 
pounds to those paying six pounds rent wais 
recently voted down by a decided majority. If 
the seceded States are re-admitted with the 
civil power monopolized by the whites, we need- 
lessly permit a monopoly which will probably not 
be broken till afler a long struggle, — a strug- 
srU which we mifst expect to leave as a legacy 
afaotrow to future gener&HoBS. Ferhxi^ the 



only means which will be found of overthrowing 
the monopoly will be another war, — probably a 
war between the oppressed and their oppre8»- 
ors, and in which the General Grovemment iirill 
be called upon to take up arms in behalf of t^e 
oppressors. " The Almighty has no attribute," 
you recognize the fearml words of Jefferson, 
'* that can take side with us in such a coii- 
test" 

In our calculations *for the future, nothing 
would seem more certain than this, that, if we 
give the ballot to amnestied rebels, to the ex- 
clusion of loyal blacks, and receive back thQ 
seceded States in this condition, the power in 
these States will be in the hands of men who 
are rebels in spirit, — haters of the Union, haters 
of the North, haters of free institutions and 
eanal rights. The seats of Congress will be 
filled again with new Calhouns and McDufHes 
and Brookses and Eeitts and Footes and Wig- 
fhlls, who will come up to the Capitol year afler 
year, banded to do all in their power to check 
the prosperity of the lo^ral States, to promote 
a separate Southern interest, to browbeat 
Northern patriots, and to intrigue with all 
whom they can seduce fit)m the path of integ- 
rity and honor. Alas that recent political 
movements at the North should show that there 
are so many among us r^ady to co-operate with 
them upon the first opportunity! Alas that 
even the fair State whose hills so smile upon 
us from across the river, the State "whose star," 
it is said, " never sets," should have been dis- 
honored by such resolutions of sympathy with 
slavery and treason as those which were re- 
centljr adopted there, in a State Convention of 
a pohtical party bearing a once-glorious name ! 

OUB NATIONAL DEBT. 

We have a great national debt, — great, yet 
the cheap price of our national integrity, — 
great, yet small in comparison with our resour- 
ces. Our Grovemment was formed, in the words 
of the Constitution, ** to establish justice, and 
provide fbr the common defence." Justice re- 
quires that an honest debt should be paid, that 
Dorrdwed money should be duly returned. 
Provision for the common defence rec^iiires that 
our national credit should be maintained ; for, 
if this fails, who will lend us in a future emer- 
gency ? But this debt was incurred in con- 
quenng rebels ; and will those rebels returned 
to power be inclined to vote appropriations for 
pajring principal or interest on the means of 
their defeat ? Those rebels incurred a similar 
debt in maintaining their rebellion ; and, if the 
seceded States have disloyal majorities, will 
they not insist, that, if the one debt is paid, the 
other shall be also ? And may they not find 
means, where such immense sums are involved, 
of bribing, directly or indirectly, selfish men 
firom the loyal States to vote for the payment 
of both debts, or the repudiation of both ? 

Enormous charges against the national treas- 



my are coming in fit)m amnestied rebels far 
losses incurred by their own rebellion. What 
efforts will not be made by disloyal men re- 
tnmed to power to secure the payment of these 
chaises, and thus a bountjr to cnme ? We al^ 
ready hear mutterings of intended claims ibr 
compensation for the daves emancipate by the 
war. 

INCREASE OF SOUTHERN POWER IN CON- 
GRESS. 

In view of these and other dansers, it is a 
most serious consideration that the seceded 
States will come back, when they are re-ad- 
mitted, with greatly increased political power. 
The next apportionment will give them repre- 
sentatives in Congress not merely for three- 
fifths of their colored population, but, by virtue 
of the acts of emancipation, for the whole of 
it. Mississippi, besides her representatives for 
8i}4,()00 white inhabitants (I take the numbers 
of the last census), will then have representa- 
tives also for 437,000 colored inhabitants; 
South Carolina, with representatives for only 
291,000 whites, will be represented in Congress 
for 412,000 blacks. All well enough if the 
colored people have a voice in choosing their 
representatives ; but how monstrous that white 
minorities, besides choosing l^heir own represen- 
tatives as the inhabitants of other States do, 
should then have the additional power of choos- 
ing representatives for the colored majorities ? 
If colored men are not to vote, manifestly there 
ought to be an amendment of the Constitution 
to apportion representatives adcording to the 
number of voters. Should an ignorant crack- 
er of South Carolina have more power in the 
nation than two intelligent voters of New York 
or Ohio? 

DANGER IN CASE OF FOREIGN WAR. 

We are' at peace with all nations, and we 
hope^ long to remain so; but we must not for- 
get, in a world so filled with combustibles and 
mction-matches, that the flames of war 'may 
blaze forth at any moment. What assurance, 
then, can we have that States with disloyal ma- 
jorities will not first fan the flame of war, and 
then take advantage of the crisis when our re- 
sources are all tasked by a great forei^ war to 
secede again, and join the enemy against us ? 

But I will not prolong an argument which is 
already so cumulative. Is any argument needed 
to show that we cannot safely receive disloyal 
States to an equality with loyal States while 
they are still unwilling to admit loyal men to 
an equality with disloyal ones? 

OBJECTIONS. — "THIS IS THE WHITE MAN'S 
LAND." 

" But," say some, "theblacksouffht never to 
expect, in this country, an equafity with the 
whites. This is the white man's land, and not 
the black man's," Why so? "Because the 



blacks are Afiicans, and not Americans." But 
were they not generally bom in this country? 
" Yes, but their ancestors came fi:x)m Africa." 
And did not our ancestors conie from Europe ? 
According to this argument, America can be 
only the red man's land, and not even his, un- 
less, what few believe, he was indigenous here. 
As soon as we are readjrto return to Europe, 
we may consistently- demand that the black 
man should return to Afiica. 

"NATURAL ANTIPATHY BETWEEN THE 
RACES." 

" But," it is next urged, " there is a natural 
antipathy between the two races, so that they 
cannot dwell together in harmony." This ob- 
jection, however plausible it may seem to an 
ill-informed and fastidious Northerner, meets 
with derision fi-om the Southerner. The whole 
constitution and complexion of Southern society 
show that it is utterly groundless. 

" But you misunderstand me," says the ob- 
jector : " I do hot mean that, the two races have 
a natural antipathy to living together, and with 
the closest possible intimacy ; but that they 
have an antipathy to living together on terms 
of equality," Have both races this antipathy ? 
"Of course not, — only the whites," who, 
bavins long enjoyed a social superiority, have 
now the same antipathy to living on an equality 
with those of dar&er color than themselves, 
which, in Europe, the royal fiimilies have to liv- 
ing on an equality with the nobility, and the 
nobility with the gentry, and the gentry with 
the middle classes, and the middle classes with 
the da^-laborers ; the same which, in India, the 
Brahmins have to an equality with the Raj- 
poots, and the Rajpoots with the Merchants, 
and the Merchants with the Sudras, and the 
Sudras with the poor Pariahs ; the same which, 
everywhere, the rich have to equality with the 
poor, and the fashionable with the unfashion- 
able. If civil freedom and equality must wait 
for the removal of all the silly, selfish, and 
wicked distinctions of caste, fashion, and rank, 
they can never come to bless mankind. If 
those of different races cannot dwell together 
with equal rights, then the minority ought, by 
the principles of our Government, to be subject 
to tne majority; and in South Carolina and 
Mississippi, and perhaps now in some of the 
other States, the blacks ou^ht to have the priv- 
ilege of voting and holding office, and the 
whites, on this supposition, to be deprived of it. 
The majority prevailing, the Devu might be 
painted black in North Carolina, and white in 
South Carolina. 

Thank Heaven ! as men know more of each 
other, and have more friendly intercourse, the 
old antipathies of race are softening. The 
Englishman despises the Frenchman, and the 
Frenchman hates the Englishman, less than of 
old. The Spaniard and the Moor^ the Venfii> 



b33re less bitterness of mutual dislike. And 
the time is cominff, gradually btit surely, when 
aU men wUl dwell together on the face of Ae 
earth as hrethren of one family » With all 
our professions, shidQ our country be the last 
where this union is realized, and we be stig- 
matized as, above all others, hypocrites,'^ the 
scorn of the world, and the loathing of Him 
'^ with whom there is no iniquity, nor respect of 
persons " ? 

I ask no pardon, in the crisis which has come 
upon our beloved country, for presenting to you 
such a theme. I felt that I ought not to speak, 
that I could not speak, Upon any other. The 
crisis is imminent, and is rushing vehemently on 
to a decision which, — 

" Swiftlj made, willloag endure.*^ 

It will not delay while we are a^tatin^ met- 
aphysical subtleties, or discoursing of hterary 
elegancies, — 

' " Beasoninf high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will and fate, — 
Fixed &te, firee will, foreknowledge atwolute ; " 



" SporUng with Amaryllis in the shade. 
Or with the tangles of Neara's hair." 

You are a society of scholars ; but you are 
not the less a society of men, of citizens, of 
patriots. You are not the less but far more 
bound, since study is the scholar's life, to study 
political theories, and weigh political measures. 
It is a great evil when those who are best 
qualified to judge of public affairs withdraw 
mnn participation in them, and from modesty, 
indifference, selfishness, or indolence, leave 
these vast interests wholly to l^e conduct of 
others. What an especial responsibilitv here 
belongs to you as men of study is taught you 
by the aphorism of the great statesman-philoso- 
pher of »t. Albans, in his well-known essay on 
Studies : " Expert men can execute and per- 



haps judge of particttlara on^ by one ; bat ^ 
general counsel, and the plots and marshalling 
of affairs, come best from those that are leani* 
ed," -— not the mere proficients in school le^jrfle 
ing, iox Lord Bacon evidently does not meap 
these, but those that have been educated, a|i 
whatever way, to the exact and comprehensive 
studpr of human affairs, to the true philosophy 
of hfe and society. Cherish a deep sense of 
this responsibility. Consecrate your learning 
and ability, your thought and study, your eneigy 
and action, ^nder God, to your country and dU 
worldj to the cause cf truth (^nd rights ofJusUce 
and humanity^ of freedom and equality, Iih 
4ulge no seMsh desire of setting yoi^!8elve9 
BupS^ from others, or saining a position abov6 
others ; but, in the fiilT spirit of the great com;* 
mandment, love others as yourselves, and seek 
the welfare of all others even as your own. 

How many new stars has this wmt placed 
upon our coUege and society cajbalogues ! How 
many new stars has it kindled in heiaven I Let 
us, whale we cherish the memory of the fidlen, •—> 
TH£ RISEN, "- manfully take up the work which 
these martyrs of liberty have letb us. See I they 
hand to us the torch to press on in the race. 
The goal is not yet reached. Their labors are 
not complete without the supplement of ours. 
There are battles of peace as well as of was. 
They are here present with us, " a cloud of 
witnesses ; " they hear our vows of self-conse^ 
oration ; they cheer us on, ri^ht on. They still 
strive in our efforts; they tnumph in our suo 
cess. It is thus that 

** They never fUl who die 
In a great eanse. The block may soak their gore $ 
Their heads may qodden in the sun; their limhs 
Be Strang to ^ty gates and castle walls : 
Bat still their spirit is abroad. Though years 
Elapse, and others share as dark a doom. 
They but augment the deep and sweeping thoughts 
Wliich overpower all others, and cenduor 
The world at last to Fbekoom I " 

God haste the goxsummatioit ! 
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